
Each month brings us closer to 
this summer and comes with its 
own number of projects to 
complete in anticipation for those 
hot months. Lately, these projects 
have required either lots of hands 
or lots of time. 
As the song goes, God ‘is an on-
time God’ and He has provided 
help at just the right time. 

This month, for the third year in a 
row, we were blessed with several 
high school students from Summit 
Christian Academy for their 
Service Day. 
The youth served for the whole 
day, primarily assisting with the 
transition from winter to summer 
clothes in the clothing pantry, but 
also helping put together day 
camp flyers for distribution. 
Both these tasks were time-
intensive but necessary for this 
summer. 

Their hard work and power in 
numbers were indispensable in 
completing both projects in a 
short amount of time and 
significantly aided our summer 
preparations. 
Not only did the students bring a 
good work ethic, but also their 
youthful energy. Their exuberance 
and rockin’ dance moves made 
the service day both productive 
and filled with laughter. What a 
blessing it is when we work 
joyfully, unto the Lord!
Thank you, Summit Christian 
Academy for 
your 
assistance in 
the ministry 
at Bridge of 
Hope!
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Calendar of Events

• 5-6 Teach Appreciation 

Lunch

• 5-9 Food Network

• 5-10 Mother’s Day 

• 5-16 Bowling Night

• 5-25 Memorial Day

• 5-31 Family Dinner
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Antoinette, head of clothing pantry, with 
youth volunteers

Greetings my brothers and sisters in Christ,
I want to thank each and every one of you for your generosity and concern for 
Bridge of Hope and its ministries. Your continual acts of love toward the people 
we serve have helped us to make a great difference in some of the lives in our 
area.  Love is the cornerstone of Christianity; it is the very character of God, 
because God is Love. However, do we truly understand this love with which we 
are to love God and our neighbor? Agape is the Greek word that is used in association with God when He displays 
love. This unselfish and unconditional love is supposed to be displayed by the body of Christ. So, we need to ask 
the question: do we love in this manner, or do we love in a humanistic way? We truly need to examine ourselves 
according to the Scriptures to see if we are or not.
I have heard people, even Christians, say that their love is conditional, based on what a person does. If a person 
harms a child, if rape is the issue, the murder of a loved one, someone who lives an immoral lifestyle and issues 
such as these, they say it’s very hard for them to show any type of love toward that person. Yet God Himself 
demonstrated His love to us when we were active in our sinful nature. 
Jesus tells us to look pass the trespasses and love the individual. In other words, we need not condemn the person 
based on his actions, but understand why that behavior was displayed in the first place, and allow God to use us to 
heal that person through a discipleship relationship. The mark of a disciple of Christ is love. God has no 
‘untouchable’ list. But does the church have one? 
We challenge the people of BoH to love in the manner in which our Savior loved and to get rid of our 
‘untouchable’ list. To be conformed to Christ’s image is to be transformed by the love of God!
All for His Kingdom,
Pastor Luther C. Eatman Jr. 
1 John 3:16-18, 4:8; Matthew 22:34-40; 1 Corinthians 13; 2 Corinthians 5:14-19; John 13:34-35; Romans 5:8; Matthew 28:18-20; Romans 8:29

A Word from Pastor Luther

Students Volunteer Just On-Time



Nikol’s Story of Hope
I first came to Bridge of Hope after joining the Straight & Narrow program which is 
a transitional living home designed to aid in the repairs God is doing in broken lives 
such as my own. Notice I use the word “home” because this program and church are 
more than just a house or a building. They are my family and my home. In my 26 
years, I have been relentlessly addicted to multiple substances since the age of 11. 
More recently, after 5 years of marriage—and with son Dusk, 6, and daughter Dawn, 
5—my life did what I imagined impossible and took a turn for the worse. My husband 
passed away from an overdose of narcotics and although I was revived, I was still very 
much dead inside. 
Lost, broken, and in my addiction full-throttle, I was going nowhere fast. I gave 
temporary custody of my children to an in-law and prepared myself only for the thrill of a dangerous life and 
the absolute escape I found in drugs. 
During this time, I stumbled upon paperwork revealing that my loved ones had already planned and paid for 
my funeral services. It was then I realized I was already ‘dead.’ I cried out to God sincerely and He simply 
took all desire of addiction from me, leading me to my new beginning. The work God provides through Bridge 
of Hope is my refuge, my family in Christ, and where my new beginning starts. 
I am over 8 months free from the chains of addiction and on the right path to becoming the mother my 
children deserve as well as the necessary goals in place to have them with me once again. God is doing such 
incredible things inside and through me on a daily basis and the glory of my progress goes to Him. I aim to 
dedicate my life to making disciples for Christ and continuing to grow as one myself. God is using Bridge of 
Hope to do just that. Now I can use my story to help bring others to know the peace He intended for us all, 
that I myself have come to know.
Amazing grace truly is the sweetest sound!
-Nikol Danyel Anderson 

Serving the Shalom House
With every ministry at Bridge of 
Hope, we strive to not have ‘just 
another program’ but for each 
to have purpose and go beyond 
the physical/material need.
The Food Network is a prime 
example. Over the years, the 
network has developed to 
become much more than a food 
pantry.
With nutrition classes and a 
Bible study, the Food Network 
already provided a holistic 
service, but we wanted it to be 
more than just a service—to 
become a community.
One way to foster a sense of 
community is shared activities, 

such as serving together. Serving 
others and each other also 
instills the intrinsic value each 
individual has, the joy in serving, 
and that no matter what your 
situation in life is, you can offer 
something valuable to others.
So, since March, our Food 
Network is now ‘paying it 
forward’ by going to a local 
men’s homeless shelter (Shalom 
House), and preparing and 
serving lunch during their 
monthly meeting. Once arriving 
at the shelter, half of the 
members will prepare the food, 
while the other half visits with 
the men. When the food is ready,  
the whole groups serves the 
men and then eats with them,
The men were so appreciative of 
the home-cooked meal and 
company. 
After the meal, the network 
members return to the church 
to discuss the event and then 
pick up their food.  

When the Food network 
participants returned from the 
shelter, these past few months 
they were so enthusiastic, 
brimming with stories and 
beaming with smiles. They loved 
the opportunity to serve and 
minister to others and 
immediately began recruit 
people to come serve the 
following month. 
In an age where people can be 
so easily stuck in the ‘welfare 
mentality,’ it is such a blessing to 
see the participants of the Food 
Network coming together and 
joyfully serving others.

COMPASSIONATELY 
TRANSFORMING LIVES 

THROUGH JESUS 
CHRIST

Praise & Prayer Requests 

Praise:  

• Baby Mariah born on April 6

• JaCory Marshall Preaching

• SCA Students Volunteering

• Luther & Lanita’s 20th 

Wedding Anniversary

Prayer Requests  

• Preparation for Day Camps

• Kids Coming to Day Camps

• Growth & Development of 

Our Leaders
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