
In Kansas City, we pride ourselves on good barbecue.  We at 
Bridge of Hope can confirm the presence of delicious eats. In late 
August, we had our church picnic; the men were challenged to a 
grill-off and the results did not disappoint! 
The picnic was about more than just food, however. It was an 
opportunity for our church family to do life together.  We 
worship together, serve together, and work together. While in 
smaller settings we will also play together, this was an 

opportunity for the whole church family to enjoy each other’s company.  There was plenty of food, lots of games, and 
even more conversation. We were blessed with beautiful weather, and everyone had such a good time that instead of 
being just a lunch-time picnic, it turned into an all-day affair! Amidst all the busyness of life, what a joy it is to be able to 
come together with your family in Christ and relax.  All ages were present as well as long-time BoH members and 
newer church visitors. The picnic provided an excellent time to get to know one another better in a fun, family-friendly 
environment. This alone is a testimony that it is possible to have fun in a way that is also honoring to God! We are so 
thankful for this opportunity to enjoy God’s creation—both nature and those He created in His image.
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Calendar of Events

• 9-5 Shannon’s House 

Dedication

• 9-7 Labor Day

• 9-12 Food Network

• 9-19 Bowling Night

• 9-27 Family Dinner
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Greetings my brothers and sisters in Christ, 
I truly want to thank you for your constant and compassionate support of Bridge of 
Hope and its ministries. Without you, we could not be as effective as we have been in 
the past or in the present. We see a steady growth and effectiveness based on new 
members, new seekers, and the overall curiosity of the churches around us. People 
are beginning to pay attention to what God is doing through Bridge of Hope. So, thank you again for your prayers and 
encouragement throughout the years. We truly appreciate you!
Being a church that is dependent on outside financial support and wanting to be transparent on how we use the funds 
we receive, I sought out to develop an advisory team for myself. Many of you have trusted me to use the funds as 
needed and I appreciate that, thank you. However, I want and need others to assist me by providing accountability in 
making sound financial decisions and staying on budget. God has blessed me with four men: two senior pastors, a 
lawyer, and a youth leader/elder.  These men truly love the Lord, love what God is doing at Bridge of Hope, and care 
about me as a man of God. They, and one of my senior elders at Bridge of Hope, make up my advisory team. They have 
been given the task to help me maintain our budget and to develop a new budget that will be efficient for the 
operations of BoH.
This new budget will be placed on our website sometime in September. Integrity is important to us and we want to be 
as transparent as possible. By doing so, we will expose some of our flaws. We hope that you will be encouraging and 
edifying in helping us to get better at correcting those areas. There are not too many churches who will expose 
themselves this way, however, we deem it necessary so you and others can know we want to be true to our God and 
the ministry to which He has called us.
Thank you once again and please continue to pray that all we do will being glorifying to God!

Your Brother in Christ,
Pastor Luther C. Eatman Jr. 

A Word from Pastor Luther



The following are the members of Pastor Luther’s Advisory Team. We asked if they could share why they are a part of 
the team. This is what they said: (Bios of each member will be up on our website shortly)

Mark McCune 
I am the senior pastor at Cornerstone Community Church in Harrisonville, Mo 
where I have been serving since fall 2012.  My ministry focus is in creating a healthy 
church environment that is focused on discipleship, small groups and missions. As a 
pastor, I enjoy equipping leaders to make disciples of Jesus Christ and am excited 
about what the Lord is accomplishing in the Urban Core through the ministry of 
Bridge of Hope.

Joseph Esry  
I joined the Bridge of Hope advisory team because I love 
Kansas City and I believe that Bridge of Hope is doing all the 
right things to help change the hearts of people in this city. I believe in the mission of 
Bridge of Hope and I want to see what God can do through this Church.  The 
nature of Bridge of Hope’s ministry means that there are lots of decisions that need 
to be made. Those decisions are best made by groups, with input from people with 
experience, and with transparence, I hope to contribute where I can. 

I have attended Grace Fellowship, an EFCA church in Kansas City North, for nearly 
twenty years and am currently serving as a deacon in the church. I am an attorney in 
both Missouri and Kansas and my practice areas are litigation, business, and finance.  

Colby Kinser  
I am the pastor of Grace Fellowship, in Overland Park, KS. I serve on the Bridge 
of Hope Advisory Team not because I don't trust Pastor Luther or Bridge of 
Hope, but because I do. I believe in the work they are doing and how they live 
up to their name. I trust the leaders of the church. Therefore, I want them to 
have safeguards against false accusations, misunderstandings, myopia, or the 
temptations that plague us all. In order for the voice of Bridge of Hope to be 
strong and pure, the church needs to hear both supporting and contrary voices 
in a love-based environment (as does any church). Our greatest job is to say 
things like, "Are you sure?" and "What about this?" and "No." No leader of 
Bridge of Hope should be left exposed as solely responsible for directions, 
major decisions, and initiatives (again, as is true of any church). The people who 
are the church called "Bridge of Hope" do ministry that I prayerfully desire to 
succeed. 

Rick Reddekopp  
I was pleased to join the advisory team because I believe in the mission of Bridge 
of Hope and I want to be a part of what God is doing in this community.  I have 
served as an elder in my home EFCA church for many years, so I can hopefully 
pull from that experience to help provide oversight and advice to Bridge of 
Hope.  There are so many facets to the ministries of this growing church, and 
especially at this juncture, I believe it is wise to seek additional counsel for a 
wider base of opinion and to help ensure transparency. 
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Praise & Prayer Requests 

Praise:  

• LutherCrest Bible Camp 

serving 1 week in August!

• Great Turnout & Time at 

Picnic

• New Attendees At Church, 

Due to Outreach

• Con’t Relationship Building 

With Church Partners

• Advisory Team

Prayer Requests  

• Preparation for fall fundraiser 

and autumn/winter 

• Discipling Of Newer 

Believers

• Growth & Development of 

Our Leaders

• Wisdom & Sustainment for 

Pastor Luther

• Raising Support for Church, 

Pastor & Sarah
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