
 
 3-8 Daylight Savings 

 3-11 Teacher Appreciation 

 3-12 Bookmobile 

 3-14  Food Network 

 3-14 Jazi’s Baby Shower 

 3-17 St Patrick’s Day  

 3-20 Dare2Share Conf in KC 

 3-21 Bowling Night 

 3-26 Bookmobile 

 3-29 Family Dinner 
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the usefulness of the expertise of 

others became increasingly apparent. 

Consequently, a new team of advisors 

as been formed. These members 

were chosen for their knowledge of 

specific fields that are currently 

relevant to the ministry of Bridge of 

Hope. The team held their 

introductory meeting in February, and 

will have their first meeting dealing 

with business in March and will be 

quarterly thereafter.  

We are so grateful for those who 

have agreed to be a part of the team. 

As we grow and expand our 

ministries, it is a relief to have the 

counsel of individuals who are well 

versed in each area that can help 

guide and advise each step of the 

way. This is yet another example 

of how the ministry of Bridge of 

Hope is dependent on its 

supporters—not only with 

finances, but with real-world 

knowledge and God-given abilities 

and talents.  

Thank you all for the many ways 

you uplift this ministry! 

Calendar of Events 

 Greetings my brothers and sisters in Christ,   

I pray that we all recognize, revere, and relate to the God of all creation with the 

holy love that He deserves. Just recently, I had the opportunity through my illness 

with the flu to sit still and listen to God speak to me. I have been reading, ‘Crazy 

Love’ by Frances Chan and in it there is a passage that is called offering leftovers. It 

reflects on the passage of scripture from Malachi 1:8, “And when you offer the blind 

as a sacrifice, is it not evil? And when you offer the lame and sick, is it not evil? Offer 

it then to your governor! Would he be pleased with you? Says the Lord of hosts.” 

The question that I raise is this—am I giving God my best or am I giving Him my leftovers? What I have been 
communicating to our congregation and others for years is that what you give a person is how you value them. 

That also goes for what we give the God of the Universe, the very One that looked past our trespasses and sins 

and sent us His Son and our Savior, the very One who is still faithful when we are not, the very One who 

showers blessings upon us time and time again and I could go on and on. Are we giving Him our best? We say 

that we love God and treasure Him, but is that being reflected in what we do or just in what we say? 

Frances Chan says it like this, “Leftovers are not merely inadequate: from God’s point of view (and lest we forget, 

His is the only one who matters), they’re evil. Let’s stop calling it ‘a busy schedule’ or ‘bills’ or ‘forgetfulness.’ It’s 

called evil.”  This is a very sobering thought—at least it is for me! We have come up with all kinds of excuses for 
why we aren’t giving Him our best. The priests of Malachi’s day were satisfied with what they were giving God. 

God wasn’t!  

In verse 10, God says this, “Who is there even among you who would shut the doors?” In other words, God is 

saying if this is what you want to give me, I would rather for the doors of the church to be closed. How many 

church doors does God want to shut today? Here at Bridge of Hope, I am praying that God can use me to be an 

example of what type of worship and offering is deserving and acceptable to a Holy and Righteous God. We will 

strive to be the church that God wants its doors to stay open! Thank you for all your prayers and support for 

this church! 

All for His Kingdom, 

Pastor Luther C. Eatman 

*Chan, Frances. Crazy Love. Colorado Springs: David C. Cook, 2008. Book 

Formation of  the Pastor Advisory Team 

When Bridge of Hope Community 

Church was first started, Pastor 

Luther had an assembly of 

individuals, specialized in differing 

vocational fields, who gathered to 

advise him on various matters. Over 

time, as the church became more 

established and a routine was made, 

the need of this advisory board 

diminished and it was dissolved. 

Recently, with the influx of leaders 

in the church and the corresponding 

ability to expand and develop 

several ministries at Bridge of Hope, 
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Tracy’s  Baby Shower  

Thankfully, the storm turned 

southward and we were left with a 

beautiful, sunny day! Sadly, some out

-of-town guests were still hit with 

the snow and were unable to attend.  

In celebration of Ronnie & Tracy’s 

third child and first boy, we had a 

jungle animal theme, complete with 

an elephant diaper cake (seen on the 

left) and a guessing game involving 

animal crackers in a giant bottle.  

Loved ones from church, work, family 

and the community were able to 

gather together to celebrate the gift 

of new life and show their support of 

the family. With the stresses of 

inclement weather removed, 

everyone was relaxed and the 

afternoon was filled with laughter and 

joking. It was truly a joyous occasion. 

Please join us in celebrating life and 

praying for the safe arrival of baby 

Ronnie. 

Ramona’s  Stor y of  Hope  

Praises & Prayer Requests  

Praises:   

 Fist Advisory Team Meeting 

 Training from Sentralized Conf 

 Tracy’s Baby Shower 

 Spiritual Growth in Congregation 

 

Prayer Requests:  

 Preparation for Summer Camp 

 Need Group to Fill One Week of 

Camp 

 Growth & Development of Our 

Leaders 

 Raising Support for Church, Pastor, 

& Sarah 

 

I’ve always been a church-goer and thought I really and truly knew who the Lord was. I 

remember my mother always, made my sisters and me go to church every Sunday. So, I 

went through my younger life thinking no one could tell me anything about the Bible or the 

Lord because I knew everything already. I would read the Bible over and over again thinking 

I knew it. What I was really doing was just making a habit of reading it and not actually 

studying the Lord’s Word. Once I got out on my own, I would still go to church, however, I 

realized I wasn’t in my mother’s home anymore and didn’t have to answer to her or my dad 

and then the night club games began. I was always in the night clubs partying Thursday 

through Saturday and resting or at church on Sunday with a hangover from having too much 

to drink! My first year of college suffered because of the partying, although I must say I had 

one of the greatest things happen to me in college—I met Mr. Cartez Burkhalter II, who 

would later be my amazing husband! 

Cartez is the one who introduced me to Pastor Luther Eatman while he was in recovery at KCCC over 15 years 

ago. Things were still pretty rocky with us and I didn’t want to hear him telling me anything about Jesus because in 

my mind I was thinking, “Who are you to tell me about Jesus and you’re sitting here in KCCC and have been in and 

out of jail for drugs and alcohol!” Not realizing I was just as messed up as he was! I might not have been doing hard 

core drugs or drinking everyday, but I was in those streets tough, partying and getting my freak on because it felt 

good and exciting. At the same time, remember, I was also reading my Bible every night, asking for forgiveness, and 

still going right back out every weekend and repeating the same cycle. Things seemed so put together with me on the 

outside, but underneath, I was a lost soul struggling with Satan and needing to do right with Jesus! The struggle lasted 

quite a long time. Then my life took a huge turn. Over two years ago, after my husband and I split up for the third 

time, things were getting pretty bad for me. I was visiting different churches and not getting the same teaching as I 

had when I was attending Bridge of Hope and not doing what the Lord was telling me I needed to do. One day, I was 

crying and praying and I heard the Lord telling me, ‘Until you surrender to me, nothing is going to go right in your 

life.” So I completely surrendered everything I had over to the Lord, regardless of the things or friends I had to give 

up and I started attending BoH again, faithfully to this day! The church family welcoming me with open arms—no 

matter the circumstances of my life and how many times I had left and returned to Bridge of Hope. I’ve learned to 

study my Bible because of Pastor Eatman’s Bible study teaching. I’ve also learned to pray and ask the Holy Spirit for 

understanding before I read and study the Lord’s Word. There’s nothing more precious than the Lord’s Word and 

understanding it as it should be! I’m ever so grateful to the Lord for blessing me with a wonderful God-fearing 

husband of almost 12 years and my two sons, as well as placing Pastor Luther and Lanita Eatman in our lives. Thank 

God for Jesus! 

Do you know what baby alligators are 

called? Or what a puggle is? Those that 

were able to attend Tracy’s baby 

shower now know. 

(Hatchlings and a baby platypus, 

respectively)  

With six to ten 

inches of snow 

forecast for 

the day of the 

shower, we 

were beginning 

to question 

our ability to 

throw parties 

on a fair-

weather day. 

Soon-to-be big sister, Endia, 

was very involved in the gift 

opening 


