
I’ve been with Bridge of Hope from the beginning. But before I got here, I was one of 

eight, the youngest of six boys and two girls. My father is a preacher and my mom was 

a Christian. My mom has gone home to be with Christ now. But growing up, my dad 

and mom put Jesus in my life when I was small. My father left my mom and she raised 

us by herself with God’s guidance. After graduating high school, I went to Emporia 

State and that was when I wasn’t under my mom’s rules. I started to use drugs and 

alcohol and doing things I was not taught to do. Drugs took over my life. Crack and 

alcohol had me in jail and penitentiary. It also had me homeless. After fifteen years of 

being lost, I went to a soup kitchen and at that time, I knew this wasn’t for me. I realized for the first time I needed 

help. So God had me to go to my brother, Luther, for help. My brother was clean and saved, and I wanted what he 

had.My brother took me to treatment and at that point I gave my life to Christ. It was September, 1996. My life had 

changed for the better; I started going back to church and getting into His Word. And before you know it, I had a life, 

a wife (Carol), home, and job. Then, my brother started Bridge of Hope and I wanted to come alongside him. Bridge 

of Hope has helped me look at my life and how far I was away from what God wanted me to do and live for him. 

Bridge of Hope helped me to love and care for other people and not for me. This was the best thing that ever 

happened to me. Bridge of Hope helped me get out of me and pour into others. Thank you God! I am a leader in 

the church and have also preached at Bridge of Hope—only by the grace of God.   —Darryl
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Greetings my brothers and sisters in Christ,  
We apologize for the delay in receiving this newsletter; there has been much going 
on! However, we truly appreciate your service and commitment to our church and 
its mission here in Kansas City. Please make no mistake how much of an important 
role you play in what we do here and the service we render to those who have need 
in the name of Jesus! 
Christianity is built upon genuine relationships with the main goal of glorifying our God and Savior Jesus Christ. These 
relationships must have their foundation based on the love and compassion that Christ has shown us (Jn 3:16-18). 
Everything we do must perpetuate the love we have for God through the service we render to those who have need 
(Matt 22:36-40). This love exposes one of the major characteristic of our God (1Jn 4:7-8) and those who have 
experienced this love and have truly experienced God Himself. Is that not our goal as witnesses of Jesus Christ, to 
expose Christ to a dying world? So, it is our goal to build new relationships everyday with the lost in our area through 
the love of Jesus Christ. 
The compassion of Jesus Christ reveals His love through tangible acts. Jesus’ compassion is conveying a sympathetic 
consciousness or awareness of others’ distress together with a desire to alleviate it. So, we continue to pray that God 
can use us to show His compassion to the poor, the widow,, the orphan, and the rest of the marginalized in our area 
through the ministries He has blessed us to have.
God has used our transitional housing, food network, clothing pantry, and our outreach ministries to extend His love 
to this area. These ministries have been effective in leading a lot of people to Christ; it’s working! So, please continue 
to pray for us as we continue to expose His love and compassion to this area and keep building relationships so He 
can turn them into His disciples to enhance His kingdom.

All for His Kingdom,
Pastor Luther C. Eatman Jr. 

A Word from Pastor Luther



This Labor Day weekend, we had the privilege of 
dedicating our women’s transitional living house 
“Shanna’s House” in honor of Shannon Moeller. Shannon 
went to be with her Lord and Savior earlier this year.  
While on this earth, Shanna lived in chronic pain. 
However, she did not allow her ailments to overrun her 
life. She and her husband, Tom, were active supporters of 
the ministry of Bridge of Hope, the transitional houses 
in particular. She loved these women. In lieu of flowers 
for her funeral, Tom asked that donations be made to the women’s house, as a way to honor Shanna. Her 

life is a testimony of facing adversity, but through the power of the Holy Spirit and 
relying on His strength not her own, she was able to walk through life in a manner 
glorifying to God. Because of her circumstances, she was able to uniquely relate to 
many of the women at our house and the struggles they face. With this in mind, 
we wanted to dedicate the house to Shanna, using her life as an example to every 
woman that comes into the house. How fitting, that even though she is no longer 
on this side of eternity, her life is still impacting other women’s lives. 
At the dedication, her family, friends, and 
church family were invited to come see the 
house and meet the women who Shanna 
loved. Pastor Luther, Shanna’s husband Tom, 
as well as Pastor Dave Ballast of Living 
Water where she attended, all spoke. With 

Shanna’s illness, she was limited in activities, but Tom shared that 
she loved to make jewelry. With that in mind, and mentioning her 
love for scarves, he presented each woman in the house with one 
of her scarves and some of her handmade jewelry.   The women 
mentioned afterward that though Tom had no way of knowing it, he 
had given each of them jewelry and a scarf that perfectly matched 
their personality and style.  After the ceremony, everyone sat down to enjoy some barbecue and home-
cooked sides and desserts prepared by Bridge of Hope members. It was a wonderful time celebrating a 
woman who loved the Lord, served Him faithfully, and now is in His presence, in no more pain. We are so 
grateful for how God has used Shanna to bless the ministry at Bridge of Hope and continues to use Tom 
and her legacy. 

Dedication of Shanna’s House
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The women at “Shanna’s House” are always excited to be out in our 
community. We love visiting with our neighbors, the local public safety 
departments, and don’t forget our local merchants. We have baked 

cupcakes for the fire and police 
departments of this area in order to 
establish relationships with both. We 
also are there to help our neighbors when tragedy strikes.
The important part of the relationships we have built with the community is 
that they know we stand on the truth of God and that we 
pray for them each and every day. This 

community knows that we will help 
that in any way that God allows us. 
The house has prayed on the porch 
with our neighbor’s children when 
they came to visit their mom. In 

turn, they respect us and watch out for us. They are our big 
brothers and sisters. Whether they totally believe in Christ or not, 
the community will tell you that we do and how much they see it in 
us—which means they have Him on their minds enough to tell you 
about us! That’s what it’s all about. 
—Annette, House Manager

Shanna’s House In Action

Example of the community noticing the 
difference in the women, through 

building relationships, and how that has 
changed them: city workers in the area 
offered to help the ladies clear and dig 

a plot for a rock garden. 

A recent tragedy a neighbor faced 
was also an opportunity for the 

women to minister to them
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