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A Word from Pastor Luther
• 10/01 Family Fun Night
• 10/8 Fall Fundraiser

Greetings to all my brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus,

• 10/15 Bowling Night

I am very grateful for all the partnerships that God has blessed us with to
serve as one in the urban core of the Kansas City Metro area. The people

• 10/30 Family Dinner

in this area now know that we do not serve them alone because we are

• 10/31 Harvest Social

embracing the biblical concept of working as a body of believers (1 Cor
12:12-13). So, on behalf of BoH, we thank you graciously!
With that same concept in mind, we have obtained new partnerships with other ministries in our area that
will enhance our efforts in reaching the community for Christ. We are now in the beginning stages of
partnering with a ministry called Care Portal, which will help us identify foster care children and those who
care for them to come alongside and build relationships through taking care of a particular need along with
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another church that will hopefully build a relationship with Christ.
Update from Pastor Luther 1
Annual Church Picnic
Cold Weather Shelter
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We have allowed society to define us based on the condition or situation we find ourselves in, such as:
addiction, alcoholism, homelessness, poverty, youth at risk, and so on. These are just condition or situations
that people find themselves in based on a variety of circumstances that produces choices that lead to these
conditions. God has identified us as His image bearers (Gen 1:27), which means everyone has value, worth,
capabilities, and purpose to reflect the image of God.
God has given us the responsibility to help people in this area to know that they can change from being
victims to assets by realizing their worth and value but also that they have talents and gifts that God can use
to raise them out of the darkness that they find themselves in with the power of the Holy Spirit. In order for
God to do this, we must have the compassion and humility to serve God sacrificially.
Please pray for our courage, conviction, and compassion to serve and glorify God in this way! Thank you all
for your love and partnership!
All for His Kingdom,

Bible Study
— 6:00-7:15pm Monday
—11am-12:15pm Saturday
Men’s & Women’s
Groups
— 9am Sunday
Worship Service
— 10:45am Sunday

Pastor Luther C. Eatman Jr.

Annual Church Picnic
One main goal of every ministry at Bridge of Hope
is that is not only serves those within the church but goes out into the
community as well. Our annual church picnic is no exception. Members of BoH
distributed flyers all around the community and to their neighbors. When the day
of the event finally came, God blessed us with a sunny, beautiful day—despite a
stormy night prior. The beautiful day was
also evident in the laughter and the love that was shown to the church
family and the new faces. After the event, there were even some
interested in visiting BoH! We thank God for the gift of fellowship and
the chance to share His love with all those around us.

Amber’s Story of Hope/Cold Weather Shelter

COMPASSION ATELY
TRANSFORMING LIVES
THROUGH JESUS CHRIST

Praise & Prayer Requests
Praise:
• Great Turnout/Response at
Church Picnic
• New Connections with
Families in the Community
• Community Partnerships
Prayer Requests
• Terry & Bev looking for home
in KC
• Growth & Development of
Our Leaders & Programs
• Raising Support for Church,
Pastor & Sarah
• Ability to Start Transitional
Homes in KS
• Con’t Relationships with Day
Campers—Family Fun Night
• Funding and Preparation for
Cold Weather Shelter
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This year will be the third winter that I have worked as a homeless
outreach specialist for the mental health center in Wyandotte County. As the cold
weather draws near, I am reminded of the faces that I see, and the desperation in a
single mother’s tear stained eyes, begging for motel funds so that her 3 children
won’t freeze to death in the car they live in. More often than not, I have to say
there is no money for a motel and turn her away. In that very same day, there will
be person after person asking for extra blankets, gloves, and anything to keep them
warm under the bridge or in their camp in the woods. After an 8 hour day of
seeing terrified people struggling to find shelter, I go home to my family in my warm
home and guilt floods me as I turn up my heater. As someone who works with
people struggling with mental illness, I lift everyone I encounter up daily to the Lord.
I ask Him to give them direction as I go to my
family, so that I can be the wife and mother I am called to be at home.
In the winter, however, the overwhelming memory of when I lived in
my truck floods back and I am unable to break past the pain. I have
asked God year after year to please help those who are out in the
cold, and who are sick and suffering. One day, the song came on by
Matthew West called “Do Something”. In this song God says He has
already done something for those I am crying for…. “He created you”.
When I heard this song playing, I broke down in tears, throwing my hands up, knowing I had a mission from
God. As soon as I found out about a neighboring county that opened up a church for a cold weather
shelter, I knew exactly what He was calling me to do. I needed to organize a cold weather shelter for Bridge
of Hope to open.
This is a serious need in the Wyandotte community. There are no emergency shelters for men,
women, or youth in KCK. There are transitional houses, and a couple of men’s shelters that are run more
like transitional living- requiring that the men meet certain criteria to get in.
So, the question often comes up, “why are they homeless?” This can
be due to a number of factors- hard times, substance abuse, mental illness,
loss of a spouse, evicted, divorced, or they may want to live outside. The list
goes on. But who are we to pass judgement on the situation that we know
nothing about? Still, even those that are choosing to live outside, get to a
breaking point in the winter when they are faced with frostbite, hypothermia, and the potential for freezing
to death. That 10 degree night that someone comes walking into Bridge of Hope’s Cold Weather Shelter
just may be the night their life changes.
You can be a part of this change in so many ways! To really
provide to those in need that come to the shelter, it will cost
around $6,000 to run it from November 15th, 2016 to March
31st, 2017. This includes the start-up costs of the beds, laundry,
insurance, food, and basic needs. We are seeking out donations
such as pillows, blankets, jackets, cold weather gear, hygiene
bags and food to off-set this cost.
The shelter will be open when the temperature reaches 20
degrees and below. Doors will open at 6 pm, and people will be
directed to local warming day centers at 8 am. While we only
need a few volunteers to stay overnight, extra hands between 6pm- 10pm will be needed to help serve a
warm meal and coffee. This time will also be used to fellowship and lend an ear to the struggle of a hurting
heart.
If you are interested in being a part of this ministry, have questions, suggestions, or donations, you can send
an e-mail to staywarmkck@gmail.com . We also have an informational meeting on October 26 from
5-6:30pm at Bridge of Hope where you can hear more. This time will also be used to train those that do
want to volunteer in the shelter. We hope to hear from you soon! -Amber

